Whiteside County
Soil & Water

- Conservation District

Thank you for your
Annual Meeting Donations!

Hillsdale Cooperative, First Trust & Savings, Stichter Construction, Crop Produc-
tion Services, Dave Cook Far ms, Cor 1
JP Ag, Prophetstown Farmers Mutual, Rock River Lumber and Grain, DJC, Ma-
|l oney’ s, Far mer s Nati onal Bank, FMC
ing, Pioneer, Slaymaker Insurance, Car Quest, ARC Appraisal, Beiermann Agri-
Syst ems, Community State Bank, Tege
Worl d, Upper Mississippi Wildlife AR

erstone
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Hilltop Meadows Hunt Club and Jim Garson Wood Turning.

AM This radio show is a way for our office to educate the public about different conser-
vation subjects. So, listen for our show on the thirds Monday of the month at 8:30 am.

SWCD Prevailing

Wage Information

If you are a landowner or con-
tractor working with the Whiteside
County Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict, with a cost-share project funded
through the Illinois Department of Agri-
culture’s Partner for Conservation Fund
Program, you should have received infor-
mation from us about the Illinois Depart-
ment of Labor’s Prevailing Wage Act.
Many people have more questions about
this and the Whiteside County SWCD is
among the people having questions. The
Whiteside County SWCD under legal
obligation has adopted this policy, but
does not necessarily endorse it.

The Prevailing Wage Act re-
quires contractors and subcontractors to
pay laborers, workers and mechanics em-
ployed on PUBLIC WORKS construc-
tion projects no less than the general pre-
vailing rate of wages (consisting of
hourly cash wages plus fringe benefits)
for work of a similar character in the
county where the work is performed.

If you have any questions, please
contact the Illinois Department of Labor
by the following memorandum.

Here is a memorandum from
Steve Chard with the Illinois Department
of Agriculture about the Illinois Prevail-
ing Wage Act that the Illinois Soil and
Water Conservation Districts received on
March 2, 2011.

The Illinois Department of Agri-
culture (IDA) has been receiving ques-
tions on the previously adopted changes
to the Illinois Prevailing Wage Act
(PWA), and the potential impact on local
Soil and Water Conservation Districts
(SWCD) relative to cost-share projects
funded through the IDA’s Partners for
Conservation Fund Program. This memo
provides information from the Depart-
ment’s General Counsel on this subject.

Recent amendments to the PWA,
via Public Act 96-0058, clarified that
“public works” includes all projects
funded in whole or in part through bonds,
grants, loans, or other funds made avail-
able by or through the State or any of its
political subdivisions (public bodies).
The Illinois Department of Labor (IDOL)
has determined this definition to include
soil and water conservation projects
funded through IDA. As a result, such
“public works” projects would be subject
to the provisions of the PWA.

Since SWCDs are classified as
“public bodies”, IDA advises each
SWCD to consider the decision of IDOL
when communicating with recipients of
funding relating to relevant projects that

IDOL may consider meet the public
works projects definition.

The Act may be interpreted to
direct SWCD’s, as a public body, to bring
these requirements to the attention of any
individual (e.g., landowner) and/or entity
that will or has received public funds and
then participates in the bidding out of
such projects (e.g., landowner seeks bids
from various contractors) that are consid-
ered by IDOL to be meet the “public
works” definition. Failure to notify the
necessary parties of the potential require-
ments of the PWA creates a risk of on the
part of the SWCD, the entity letting out
the bid (e.g., landowner) and the respon-
dent (e.g., contractor) of exposure to later
repayment of the difference between the
wages actually paid and those required
under the PWA, as well as any applicable
penalties (interest and fines) should the
issue be timely raised and a determina-
tion by IDOL confirms the statutory re-
quirement for a given project.

The Department of Agriculture is
not in a position to interpret and provide
specific direction to SWCD’s regarding
the IDOL’s interpretation of the PWA.
Ultimately, the Department will defer to
IDOL and its interpretation of whether a
project meets the “public works” defini-
tion when IDOL has made such a deter-
mination.

For more information on prevail-
ing wages go to http:www.state.il.us/
Agency/idol/rates/Rates. HTM  This ad-
dress is definitely case sensitive.

If you have any questions, please
contact Mr. Tom Whalen of the IDOL at
217/782-1710.

The following is the resolution filed by
the Whiteside County SWCD:

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
WHITESIDE COUNTY SOIL AND WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRRICT
PREVAILING WAGE ACT ORDINANCE

Whereas, the State of Illinois
has enacted “An ACT regulating
wages of laborers, mechanics and
other workers employed in any
public  works by  the State,
County, City or any public body
or any political subdivision or
by anyone wunder contract for
public works”, approved June 26,
1941, as amended, being Chapter
820 ILCS 130/1-12, Illinois Com-
piled Statues; and

Whereas, the aforesaid Act re-
quires that the Whiteside County
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict investigate and ascertain
the prevailing rate of wages as
defined in said Act for labor-
ers, mechanics and other workers
in the 1locality of said White-

side County Soil and Water Con-
servation District employed in
performing construction of pub-
lic works, for said Whiteside
County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District; and

Now, therefore, be it ordained
by the Whiteside County Soil and

Water Conservation District in
Whiteside County, Illinois, as
follows:

SECTION 1

To the extent and as required by
“An Act regulating wages of la-
borers, mechanics and other
workers employed in any public
works by the State, County, City
or any public body or any po-
litical subdivision or by anyone
under contract for public works”
approved June 26, 1941, as
amended, the general prevailing
rate of wages 1in this 1locality
for laborers, mechanics and
other workers engaged 1in the
construction of public works
coming under the jurisdiction of

the Whiteside County Soil and
Water Conservation District is
hereby ascertained to be the

same as the prevailing rate of
wages for construction work in
the Whiteside County area as de-
termined by the Department of
Labor of the State of Illinois
as of June 2011, a copy of that
determination being attached
hereto as Exhibit “A” and incor-
porated herein by reference. The
definition of any terms appear-
ing in this Ordinance which area
also used in the aforesaid Act

shall be the same as in said
Act.

SECTION 2

Nothing herein shall be con-
strued to apply said general
prevailing rate of wages as
herein ascertained to any work
or employment except public
works of the Whiteside County

Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict to the extent required by
the aforesaid Act.

SECTION 4
The Whiteside County Soil and
Water Conservation District

shall mail a copy of this deter-
mination to any employer, and to
any association of employers and
to any person or association of
employees who have filed, or
file their names and addresses,
requesting copies of any deter-
mination stating the particular
rates and the particular class
of workers whose wages will be
affected by such rates.

SECTION 5
Soil and

District
certified

The Whiteside County
Water Conservation
shall promptly file a
copy of this Ordinance with both
the Secretary of State Index Di-
vision and the Department of La-
bor of the State of Illinois.

SECTION 6
The Whiteside County Soil and
Water Conservation District

shall cause a notice to be pub-
lished in a newspaper of general
circulation within the area that
the determination of prevailing
wages has been made. Said notice
shall conform substantially to
the notice attached hereto. Such
publication shall constitute no-
tice that this is the determina-
tion of the

Whiteside County Soil and Water
Conservation District and is ef-
fective.

The Whiteside County Soil and
Water Conservation District un-
der legal obligation has adopted
this policy, but does not neces-
sarily endorse it.

PASSES this

Dave Cook

Chairperson

Whiteside Soil and Water
Conservation District

SECTION 3

The Whiteside County
Soil and Water Con-
servation District
shall publicly post
or keep available
for inspection by
any interested party
in the main office
of the Whiteside
County Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation
District the deter-
mination of such
prevailing rate of
wage.

Whiteside County SWCD

16255 Liberty Street
Morrison, IL 61270

Office Hours

Monday—Friday 7:30 am—4:00 pm
Phone : 815-772-2124 ext 3

Fax : 815-772-7973

Email : whitesidecountyswed@hotmail.com




Whiteside County SWCD 2011 Fall Tree Order Form Please call the District office for

Species Name Quantity Price Per Bundle Cost information regarding state cost-share
Red Pine Transplants 5 for $10.50 programs, equcatlonal
3 Year 10-15” 25 for $36.75 programs, & equipment rental.
White Pine Transplants 5 for $10.50
3 Year 10-18” 25 for $36.75 Marking Flags * Rain Barrels
Colorado Blue Spruce Transplants 5 for $10.50 Tree Shelters * Tree Sales
3 Year 10-18” 25 for $36.75
Norway Spruce Transplants 5 for $10.50 Tree 1D Books Deer Repe”ant
3 Year 10-18” 25 for $36.75 Tree Finder Books Tree Mats
Red Osier Dogwood Shrubs 5 for $8.40 ; ; ;
Seedlings 10-18” 55 for $31.50 Filter Fabric Native Grasses
Black Walnut Seedlings 6-12” 5 for $10.50
25 for $36.75
White Oak Seedlings 5-10” 5 for $10.50 0 N S E R V AT v 0 N
25 for $36.75
Red Oak Seedlings 5-10” 5 for $10.50 Mark Kaiser

25 for $36.75 District Conservationist

Compared to many regions of the United States, /

c
o
N
Orange Marking Flags 15 cach or 100 for $10.00 V we have been very fortunate to avoid many of the
Biodegradable tube w/bamboo stake $1.50 each E weather related disasters so far this year. Our
crops for the most part look very good and commodity prices are
G,reqn Colored Tree S.h clters $3.25 each—po stake R goolil. You don’t I;1ave to gor}:lfry far in any dire}étri)on from
4’ mini greenhouse with stake $4.00 each with stake Whiteside County, and the crops don’t look as good. We have
Tree Finder Booklet $3.50 each 5 had some heavy rains, and this has shown which farmers are
Black and White doing a good job of conservation. Which I am happy to say that
A most are! However, if you have driven down some of our rural
Conservation Trees ID Book $10.00 each roads and encountered mud over the road, or the road ditches are
Color Pictures T filled with silt, well, those are the farmers who need to get with
Tree Mats and 5 staples $1.00 each I it. Doing a good job of crop residue management, along with
Keeps weeds down around the tree the establishment and maintenance of grassed waterways would
solve the problem. Farmers who have silt in the road ditch and
Name: 0 on the road are losing their valuable topsoil along with their
N expensive seed, fertilizer, and chemicals that are (or were) at-
Address: tached to the soil. And then there is the tax payers expense (and
Street, Box No. City State Zip these farmers are tax payers also) to clean and maintain the road.
Home Phone: Work Phone: This doesn’t seem to make much sense.

But short term thinking seems to prevail. Crop prices are high,
so greed becomes a factor. Planting every square inch for a big-
ger profit this year overshadows the thought that long term
yields will suffer along with future year profits. Pouring on extra
dettilizergaiyl fhenicaly willokeep yielde wp, (pue goiegs what;
those are additional input expenses which robs profits. Better to
keep those inputs on the field in the first place with crop residue.
Time and effort also are factors. It takes both to build and main-
tain grassed waterways. Then there is crop residue management.
Doing a good job of crop residue management actually saves

E-mail address:

Special Orders of other species and
[ arger planting stock (RPMG&s) ar g
Please call (815) 772-2124, ext. 3.

The trees we offer are Nursery quality. Trees will be sold as is, no refunds
and/or replacements will be offered. They will be available for pick up
about the third week of October 2011. Orders are accepted in multiplies of 5
and 25 per species. Deadline to order is September 16, 2011. Check or
money must accompany order form. Please make check payable to:
Whiteside County SWCD, 16255 Liberty Street, Morrison, IL 61270.

time, because it requires less trips across the field. I recently
was in a no-till corn field which was in corn last year. The corn
looked great and was waist high. The aerial photo showed that
grassed waterways should be in place. To my dismay as I
walked the field, I was finding no grassed waterways where they
should have been. Upon closer inspection, I was not finding rill
or gully erosion in the drainage ways where these grassed water-
ways should be. I checked the outlets going into the neighbors
fields, and no signs of erosion or excessive runoff there. And
this was after we had experienced some pretty heavy rain events.

AL (ol
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June 23, 2011
Participants for the

Geocaching Upper Most farmers seem to think no-till corn following corn will not
Teachers Work- LE e work, but there are some farmers, like this one, that are making
shop at the Uppe ‘ =< > S|SS|pp| R“’er it work! Good management of crop residue in fields that have
Mississippi River fg e a N NAL VALDLIEES FIS, been no-tilled for a while results in better soil tilth and thus im-
National Wildlife .- ) e ke § proves water infiltration. This field was showing that, since

& Fish Refuge /]

north of Thomson

there was very little runoff. And it was steep too! 10% to 15%
slopes. Now I am not saying that every well managed no-till
field would eliminate the need for every grassed waterway, but
it could eliminate the need for most. Unfortunately most farmers
still rely on tillage, and therefore will need grassed waterways.
But if they would improve their no-till expertise, they could pick
up additional crop acres AND still control their erosion and keep
their topsoil, seed, fertilizer, and chemicals in the field where
they should be. Sounds like a win/win situation to me!

Unloading
Trees from
the Spring
Tree Sales

Viced Chairman and NAG Member TimKeller Mi ke Jacobsends Barn at the Wh i
digging up Sweet Clover at the Lyndon Prairie




Spread the Word -
Youth Photo Contest!

To promote appreciation of our natural resources, we are
seeking entries in our 2" annual student photo contest.
We had some stunning pictures entered in our 2010 con-
The 2011 contest is open to students of grades
kindergarten through high school senior (grade level at
fall 2011 school registration). The contest this year will
cover summer break and extend through October 31.
This will enable photographers to include summer ex-
perience photo opportunities as well as the chance to
include some beautiful autumn color scenes.

The last several decades have brought increasingly more
electronic devices to make human life easier — or at least
give us more immediate satisfaction. Cell phones, com-
puters, i-pods, & gaming devices such as an X-box 360
are just a few additions to our household in the last dec-
ade alone. The push for most of this has come from my
offspring. My husband & I could have continued mer-
rily without many of these extras for some time yet. We
are of the generation who’s “play” time more naturally
took place outdoors. We are still young enough that we
would have “jumped on the bandwagon” eventually and
purchased these electronic frills; however, I agree with
the observation that the use of technology has played a
part in creating a “nature-deficit disorder” in our current

To gain knowledge of natural resources it is best to “get
In order to appreciate our natural environ-
ment we must experience it. We at SWCD believe the
sooner we can get our youth to put a high value on natu-
ral resources the better, in terms of making the decision
to maintain and conserve these resources for now and
Our Education Program at Whiteside
SWCD is just a small part of our effort to bring attention
to natural resources. Our photo contest is one attempt to
After talking with many of the photogra-
phers who entered the contest last year it was clear to
me the 2010 contest caused them to occupy more
time outdoors trying to capture just the right shot.
One of our winners stated she had taken nearly 100
pictures at Morrison Rockwood State Park prior to
choosing a photo to enter in the contest. Her mother
enjoyed the time too. Perhaps this activity could
include other family members, such as grandpa or
grandma — or an aunt or uncle. There’s nothing like
a walk on one of our state park trails to tap into the
restorative powers of nature! Groundbreaking stud-
ies support nature’s ability to boost mental creativity,
promote health & wellness, build smarter & more sus-
tainable businesses, and strengthen human bonds.
Please do your part by spreading the word to the young
camera buffs you come in contact with - & consider
joining them! The 21 century is proposed to be the era
EmgNeoratiopingthe fytyral worldly
For your copy of the 2011 Whiteside County SWCD
Photo Contest Rules & Regulations Fact Sheet — just
email me at rmarshangswcd@yahoo.com , fax: (815)772
-7973, or call: (815)772-2124 ext 3. General details are

WHITESIDE COUNTY SWCD FALL 2011 FISH SALE ORDER FORM
SPECIES SIZE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL
4-6 " $.56 each
Channel Catfish 6-8 " $.68 each
810" $.86 each test!
1-2 ” $57.50 for 250
Pre packaged
Hybrid Sunfish 3-5"” $.72 each
5-77 $1.10 each
2-3 7 $.76 each
Largemouth Bass
5-8 " $1.74 each
12 " $57.50 for 250
Blu egill Pre packaged
35" $.74 each
; : " $47.50 for 100
Crappie (Black / Hybrid) 2-3 Pre packaged
Redear 1-2 ” $57.50 for 250
Pre packaged
Hybrid Redear 2-4"” $.45 each society.
*Triploid Grass Carp 811" $9.50 each out there”.
Fathead Minnows $9.50 per pound
Pre packaged
*Triploid Grass Carp orders are due by August 31st. TOTAL into the future.
All other fish orders must be received by September 7th.
do this.
Name:
Address:
City: Zip Code: Day Phone:
If ordering Triploid Grass Carp:
County: Township Name:
Section: Twp#: Range#:
PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER!
Please make checks payable to: Whiteside County SWCD
16255 Liberty Street, Morrison, IL 61270
Questions? Call 815772-2124 x 3
Spring Fish Sale Pick  -Up will be Friday, September 16 @ 8am
Important Information: 8 -100 and | arger Channel Cat fi sh
Please bring a clean container with POND water to transport these larger fish.
Plastic trash cans work well.
as follows:

Spring
« \We d o Fish
inherit this land
from our
ancestors;
we borrow it from

our chil dr en

(-Haida Indian Saying)

not Delivery

The photo contest is open to all Whiteside County
Grade K-12 students.

All photos must be taken by the student.

No commercial entries accepted.

Entries accepted between June 1 and October 31, 2011 at
the Whiteside SWCD office (16255 Liberty St Mor-
rison, IL 61270) by mail or hand submitted. All en-
tries must be submitted by 4 pm on
October 31, 2011. Any entry sub-
mitted after this date and time will
not be judged. Entries will not be
returned.

Entry subjects are limited to natural land-
scapes, wild animals, wild birds, wild plants,
insects, wild fish, or their habitats. No photos
of domesticated animals or plants allowed

What Is A Weed, Really?

How would you define a weed? A
nasty plant that causes you angst? A creeping
vine that overtakes your lawn? Perhaps a
weed is a plant that is not wanted. Whatever
your definition, a weed is simply a plant grow-
ing out of place.

To farmers, corn in a soybean field is
a weed; to gardeners, last year’s tomatoes
sprouting in the green bean patch can be called
weeds. Generally, but not always, weeds are
hard to eliminate. So, what can you do about
these pesky plants that grow where you don’t
want them? According to Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) District Conser-
vationist Mark Kaiser, there are several ways
to control them.

First, consider PREVENTION. Re-
move undesirable plants before they flower
and develop seeds. Timely removal will re-
duce the number of weed seeds added to your

garden. Most weeds produce a huge number of
seeds. When adding mulch or compost to your
garden, be sure the mulch is weed free. Old,
weedy hay may be a cheap source of mulch,
but could add unwanted weed seeds that you
will have to deal with in future years. “Hot
Composting” can kill many of the weed seeds,
cold composting may not. Remember too, that
many seeds lie dormant in the soil for years, so
prevention will not guarantee a weed free
yard.

Secondly, consider CONTROL
methods. Mulching is effective in preventing
weeds from growing in gardens. Mulch smoth-
ers weeds by depriving them of sunlight. Or-
ganic mulches such as grass clippings or com-
post are effective in improving the garden soil
by increasing the amount of organic matter
while providing weed control at the same time.

Wood chips can deplete soil nitrogen

unless fertilizer is added. To be effective,
mulches should be applied several inches thick
--additional mulch may be needed later in the
growing season.

If weeds still poke through the mulch
or grow in your lawn, try elimination. Depend-
ing on the type and number of weeds, various
approaches can be used. Many weeds can be
removed effectively and safely by physical
control methods such as hoeing or pulling.
This usually works for a few dandelions or in
vegetable gardens when weeds are small. Usu-
ally, they are easy to pull when mulch is used.

The last method is CHEMICAL
control. For some hard to destroy or creeping
types of weeds, chemical control may be the
only way to get rid of them. When using
chemicals, follow directions carefully. If the
chemical is misused, drifts in the wind, or
washes into storm sewers, the chemical could

cause death or injury to desirable plants as
well as to pets, wildlife, or people.

If all else fails, live with them! The weed free
perfect lawn is a relatively recent phenome-
non. Sometimes the effort needed to maintain
a “showcase” weed free lawn is more trouble
than it’s worth.

With widespread use of bluegrass and
application of broadleaf weed killers routinely
applied to many yards, no wonder it is increas-
ingly difficult to find that proverbial four-leaf
cover!

For more information on Backyard
Conservation practices, call 1-888-
LANDCARE (toll free) for a free colorful
Backyard Conservation booklet and tip sheets.
For information on other Backyard Conserva-
tion practices, visit the Natural Resources
Conservation Service online at
www.nres.usda.gov.



mailto:rmarshangswcd@yahoo.com
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
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Whiteside County SWCD Has Rain Barrels

The Whiteside County Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict is selling rain barrels. Our rain barrels are 60 gallon
plastic barrels that are 100% recycled. The barrels have a
perforated, screen mesh top to stop contaminates from en-
tering. They also have top overflows and bottom drains
along with a plastic spigot that can thread a hose. We now
have many colors on hand. We have black, blue, grey and
terra-cotta colors.

Do you want some benefits of having a rain barrel?

Rain barrels help:

1. Divert water from storm drain system and thus reduce
pollutants and the velocity of water entering local rivers
and streams;

2. Store high quality water for gardens; harvesting rain-

water with rain barrels to use for watering your landscap-
ing, the rainwater can help to improve the health of your
gardens, lawns, and trees. Rain is a naturally soft water and
devoid of minerals, chlorine, fluoride, and other chemicals.
For this reason, plants respond very well to rainwater. After
all, it’s what plants in the wild thrive on!

3. Direct overflow water away from building foundations
to more desired locations;

Reduce water and sewer bills, as well as electrical bills
from sump pump usage.

For more information on any of these products, please con-
tact the Whiteside County SWCD at 16625 Liberty Street,
Morrison, Illinois 61270, call (815)772-2124 ext 3, email
Wendy at wendyromanswcd@hotmail.com or visit our
website at www.whitesidecountyswed.com.

From left to right: Dave Harrison, Resource Conservationist; Wendy Roman, Administrative
Coordinator; Troy Brown, Soil Conservation Technician; Tim Kistler, IT Specialist; Henry
Sanford, Soil Conservationist; Rhonda Marshang, Education Coordinator; Mark Kaiser,

District Conservationist; Frank Heisner, Soil Scientist
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Board of Directors

Dave Cook Chairperson
Tim Keller Vice-Chairperson
Michael Jacobsen Secretary-Treasurer
Paul D Young Director
Jeff Melton Director

Associate Directors
Dave Abele, Gene Jacoby, Arlyn Folkers, Mark Besse,
David Feltes & Michael Urish

District Employees

Resource Conservationist
Education Coordinator

Administrative Coordinator

David Harrison
Rhonda Marshang
Wendy Roman

NRCS Employees

Mark Kaiser District Conservationist
Henry Sanford Soil Conservationist
Troy Brown Soil Conservationist Technician
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